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Initialize the OPDS After You Replace Parts

On ’00 3.2TLs, and ’99–00 3.5RLs you need to
initialize the OPDS (Occupant Position Detection
System) whenever you replace one or both of these
parts:
– OPDS unit (in the seat-back)
– OPDS sensor (part of the seat-back foam)

If you don’t initialize the system, you’ll get an SRS
DTC 15-1 (faulty OPDS unit).

There are two ways to initialize the OPDS: with
the PGM Tester or with the S/M procedure. We prefer
using the PGM Tester, because the S/M procedure has
more steps, and requires you to use the PGM Tester
along with the SCS Service Connector. Here’s how to
do both procedures:

OPDS Initialization: PGM Tester
1. Adjust the passenger’s seat-back to an upright

position, and remove anything that’s on or near
the seat.

2. Make sure the PGM Tester is loaded with software
version SN000 or higher, and have the PGM
Tester autoprobe handy. (The autoprobe [P/N
02001373] is commonly used to troubleshoot
’92–95 vehicles.) If you can’t find it, order one
from the Acura Tool and Equipment Program at
888-424-6857.

AUTOPROBE

3. Plug the Tester into the vehicle’s DLC (in the
center console, above the shift lever), and turn the
ignition switch ON (II).

4. Follow the screen prompts on the Tester to get to
the SYSTEM SELECT screen. From there, select
3. SRS.

5. From the SRS menu, select 5. MISC TESTS.
6. From the MISC TESTS menu, select 1. OPD

SYSTEM INIT.
7. Follow the remaining screen prompts to complete

the OPDS initialization.

OPDS Initialization: S/M Procedure
1. Do the 9-step procedure (page 23-29 of the ’99–00

3.2TL S/M or page 24-88 of the ’96–00 3.5 RL
S/M).

2. Turn the ignition switch OFF (0), and disconnect
the PGM Tester.

3. Erase the SRS DTC (page 23-28 of the ’99–00
3.2TL S/M or page 24-87 of the ’96–00 3.5RL
S/M).

Towing With a
Motorhome

If you’re about to flat-tow an Acura vehicle* with
a motorhome, you need to prepare the vehicle
properly. This is especially important on A/T vehicles
to prevent trans damage. Here’s how to prepare both
A/T and M/T vehicles for towing:

Towing an A/T Vehicle
Make sure the trans is full of ATF, but not

overfull. Then do the following procedure every day,
just before you tow the vehicle. If you drive more
than 8 hours in one day (including time stopped), stop
at the 8-hour point, and repeat the procedure.
1. Start the engine, press the brake pedal, and shift

through all the gears once. Your final shift must be
from D to N. To avoid internal damage to the
trans while towing, do not shift from R to N on
your final shift.

2. With the A/T in N, let the engine run for at least
three minutes.

3. Turn the engine off, release the brake pedal, and
also make sure the parking brake is released. Then
turn the ignition switch to ACCESSORY (I). To
prevent battery drain, make sure the radio and all
other accessories are off.

Towing an M/T Vehicle
Make sure the trans is full of MTF. Then release

the parking brake, shift into neutral, and turn the
ignition switch to ACCESSORY (I). To prevent
battery drain, make sure the radio and all other
accessories are off.

If you or your customers have questions on towing
an Acura with a motorhome, call American Honda
National Consumer Affairs at 800-999-1009.
* For SLX towing, refer to the owner’s manual.



A/T Slippage, Flare,
or Harsh Shift

NOTE: This info applies to ’97–99 3.0CLs,
’98–99 2.3CLs, and ’99–00 3.2TLs.

If a customer complains of A/T slippage,
flare, or harsh, late upshifts and downshifts,
don’t assume you need to replace the trans.
Often, you can improve the shift quality by
replacing the ATF, finding and diagnosing a
pressure switch code, or replacing the clutch
pressure control solenoid A/B assembly. Here’s
what to do:

1. Check the condition of the ATF.
• If the ATF is OK, make sure the trans is

full, then go to step 3.
• If the ATF needs to be replaced, drain the

trans, refill it with Genuine Honda ATF,
P/N 08206-9001, then go to step 2.

2. Drive the car, and evaluate the shift quality.
• If the shift quality is OK, return the car to

the customer. �
• If you notice a shift problem, go to

step 3.

3. Hook up the PGM Tester, and check for A/T
DTCs.
• If you find any DTCs, troubleshoot them

with the appropriate S/M, then clear them
and go to step 4.

• If you don’t find any DTCs, go to
step 5.

NOTE:
– All A/T DTCs cause P0700 to be stored in the

PGM side of the PCM/ECM.

– On 3.0CLs, 2.3CLs, and ’99 3.2TLs, DTC
P1738 (Problem in 2nd Clutch Pressure
Switch) and DTC P1739 (Problem in 3rd
Clutch Pressure Switch) don’t cause the D4
indicator to blink or the MIL to come on.

– On ’00 3.2TLs, DTC P1739 (Problem in 3rd
Clutch Pressure Switch) and DTC P1740
(Problem in 4th Clutch Pressure Switch) do not
cause the D5 indicator to blink or the MIL to
come on.

4. Drive the car, and evaluate the shift quality.

• If the shift quality is OK, return the car to
the customer. �

• If you notice a shift problem, go to
step 5.

5. Install a known-good clutch pressure control
solenoid A/B assembly, then drive the car,
and evaluate the shift quality. (These
solenoids control line pressure to the clutches
to provide smooth shifts between low and
high gears.)
• If the shift quality is OK, return the car to

the customer. �
• If you still notice a shift problem, go to step

6.

A/T CLUTCH PRESSURE
CONTROL SOLENOID
A/B ASSEMBLY
(’98-99  2.3 CL
 A/T is shown.)

6. Install a known-good PCM/TCM, then drive the
car, and evaluate the shift quality.
• If the shift quality is OK, return the car to the

customer. �
• If you still notice a shift problem, install a

remanufactured trans. �

Air Injection Warms
Up Cat on ’00 NSX

The ’00 NSX is equipped with an air injection
system. Called Pulsed Secondary Air Injection, the
system injects air into the exhaust ports to heat up the
catalytic converter faster during engine warm up. The
system operates when the coolant temp is between
32° and 158°F.

To learn more about pulsed secondary air
injection, including how to troubleshoot the five
DTCs its components can trigger, see pages 11-73
thru 11-88 of the ’00 NSX S/M Supplement.

Troubleshooting
Multiple Lights

Since the MIL can trigger various indicator lights
(ABS, TCS, VSA, etc.) troubleshoot the PGM-FI
system first, then work on the other systems.



Don’t Overextend the
Rearview Mirror

On ’99–00 3.5RLs and 3.2TLs, the post on the
inside rearview mirror can break off its mounting
lug if you turn the mirror too far to the left or right.
If this happens, don’t replace the mirror, just
replace the mounting spring (P/N 76419-SZ3-J05)
on its base. And to avoid this problem, advise your
customers not to force the mirror past its left and
right limits.

REARVIEW
MIRROR

MOUNTING LUG

MOUNTING SPRING

S/M Fix: HID Lamp
Troubleshooting

In the ’96–00 3.5RL and ’99–00 3.2TL S/Ms,
the HID (high intensity discharge) lamp
troubleshooting has an ohm-reading error in the
igniter test. (The word “igniter” is also misspelled a
couple of times.) Make these changes to both S/Ms:

’96–00 3.5RL S/M, page 23-120,
’99–00 3.2TL S/M, page 22–113:

�

TCS S/B Works for
’00 3.2TL Too

If a ’00 3.2TL has its ABS and TCS lights on and
TCS DTC 28 stored, do the procedure in S/B 98-037,
ABS and TCS Indicators Are On and TCS DTC 28 Is
Set, filed under Brakes. The application in the
bulletin is for ’99 models, but this problem can also
affect ’00s.

Dash Vents Don’t
Match on Integra

On the ’00 Integra Type R, the driver’s vent and
center vent have a simulated carbon fiber finish, and
the passenger’s vent has a dash- colored finish. This
is how the vents were designed; don’t attempt to
“repair” the passenger’s vent.

S/M Fix: Navigation
System Diagnosis

Page 22-281 of the ’99–00 3.2TL S/M has an error
in the navigation system troubleshooting for “No
picture is shown on the display.” In step 12, cross out
the “NO” response and change it to “Replace the
display.” Here’s what your correction should look
like:

Coolant Temp Sensors
Combined

On the ’00 3.2TL and NSX, the coolant
temperature gauge and ECM/PCM share the same
ECT (engine coolant temperature) sensor. Previous
models used a coolant temperature sensor for the
gauge and the ECT sensor for the ECM/PCM.



PGM Tester SN000
Software Info

The latest PGM Tester software, version SN000
(11/17/99), has these capabilities and limitations:
– On ’00 models, you can diagnose PGM-FI, A/T,

ABS, TCS, EPS, SRS, and drive-by-wire (NSX)
systems.

– The SN911 workarounds needed to access various
systems have been corrected.

– You can’t diagnose VSA (vehicle stability assist).
VSA diagnosis will be available in a later software
version.

Install Shift Lock
Release Cover at TQI

When doing a TQI on a ’00 Acura with A/T, make
sure you install the shift lock release cover in the shift
console. The cover (a small, plastic piece) should be in
a bag along with the owner’s manual.

SHIFT LOCK RELEASE COVER
(‘00 3.2TL is shown.)

Where To Get More
“T5” Keys

When you use the Ilco Key Code Duplicator to
make an extra key for an immobilizer- equipped
vehicle, you also need to use a key blank with “T5”
stamped on the shank. If you’re out of T5 key blanks,
order them through the Acura Tool and Equipment
Program at 888-424-6857. Here are the numbers:

Description Part Number

T5 Master Key Blanks
(10 pack)

ILC-35113-T5A

T5 Valet Key Blanks 
(10 pack)

ILC-35114-T5A

ETM Fix: CL Keyless
Entry Diagrams

In the ’97–99 CL ETM, the keyless entry/ security
system circuit diagram needs a few switch and
actuator corrections. Here are the pages, what to do,
and examples of each correction.
Page 133: 
Swap the lock and unlock positions for the driver’s and
passenger’s door lock key cylinder switches.

Page 133-1: 
Delete the passenger’s door lock actuator neutral
position.

Page 133-2: 
Delete the driver’s door lock actuator neutral position.

BSN 21447 (0002)
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